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Dear conference attendees,
Welcome to the Colorado Drug Investigators Association annual training summit. This is our landmark 20th year
as an association. Over the past year, your executive board, staff, and at-large members have worked tirelessly to
give you a phenomenal training experience. My goal is that each and every one of you attending this conference
leaves as a better investigator with enhanced knowledge and new connections to tackle this important job of
narcotics enforcement.
So, thank you for getting yourself here. I hope you are eager to sharpen your skills and return home from this
training summit a notch above where you were when you left. It is our mission to provide all of you with the support
and training you need to keep our communities safer from illicit narcotics. Our association works year-round, but
this conference is the marquis event where we bring all of that straight to you, and it will not disappoint.
The Hythe Luxury Hotel and Conference Center is providing us with a state-of-the-art venue to put on this training
summit. You will have the opportunity to hear from several keynote speakers who will share their own real-life
experiences in narcotic enforcement. Their inside stories about overcoming challenges and sometimes, tragedies,
will hopefully inspire and encourage you to persevere when facing your own obstacles.
On Wednesday afternoon you will get to see two keynote presentations: Special Assistant USA Michael Gadd and
Retired Task Force Officer Dennis Power will deliver their case study titled “Darknet Drug Trafficking and Domestic
Fentanyl Manufacturing.” This is an inside look at dismantling a major drug trafficking organization successfully.
They will be followed by retired DEA Special Agent in Charge, Derek Maltz. When Derek led the DEA’s Special
Operations Division, he had a front-row seat to the global threats drug traffickers pose and he is still in the fight.
His presentation, “Unifying Efforts to Combat the Emerging National Security Threats to America: Fentanyl Mass
Poisoning Crisis” will illuminate the big picture on narco traffickers for you.
On Thursday, you will have the opportunity to attend cutting-edge, breakout training courses. We sought out these
instructors from across the country to bring you the best narcotics training you can find anywhere.
On Friday morning, we will have a closing keynote address from retired Sergeant John Mattingly of the Louisville
Metro Police Department in Kentucky. He will share his story called, “12 Seconds in the Dark - A Police Officer’s
Firsthand Account of the Breonna Taylor Raid.” You might think you know what happened in the tragic shooting
of Breonna Taylor, but no one knows that better than the lead officer on the scene, Sergeant John Mattingly.
On Wednesday evening, we will have a Welcoming Reception and Intelligence Exchange where food and beverages
will be provided, here at The Hythe. Take this opportunity to make professional connections and exchange
intelligence with investigators from around the region.
Take advantage of this experience, soak up the knowledge and networking, and let this conference be your
launchpad into your best year yet of drug law enforcement. I am profoundly honored to serve as your president.
Enjoy the training summit and be safe!

Matt Stoneberger
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2:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Early Registration @ Grand Ballroom Registration

7:00 am - 9:00 am

Early Registration- Grand Ballroom Registration

8:00 am - 9:00 am

Breakfast- Grand Ballroom Salon A-C

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

GENERAL SESSION – Grand Ballroom

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
12:00pm - 1:30 pm

Call to Order
Presentation of Colors
Fallen Officers Tribute
Opening Remarks
VIP Speakers
Awards
Business Report
2022 Legislative Update
What’s new with CDIA
Conference Overview/ Vendor Recognition

Hosted Lunch- Grand Ballroom

• Virtual Elections
• Vendor Address to Attendees
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Darknet Drug Trafficking and Domestic Fentanyl Manufacturing—A
Case Study- Michael Gadd and Dennis Power

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

“Unifying Efforts to Combat the Emerging National Security Threats
to America; FENTANYL MASS POISONING CRISIS” - Derek Maltz and

Andrea Thomas

5:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Hosted Networking and Information Exchange- The Hythe Event
Deck and Fire Pits

8:00 pm - ?

Enjoy Vail, Colorado
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7:00 am - 8:00 am

Breakfast- Grand Ballroom Salon A-C

Breakout Topic

Instructor(s)

Location

8:00 am 12:00 pm

Opioids, Investigations and
Safety

Brent Wood

Salon G-J

8:00 am 12:00 pm

Crypto-Crime Investigations

Joe Saar

Salon F

8:00 am 12:00 pm

Airport and Parcel
Interdiction

James Meek

Salon E

Breakout Topic

Instructor(s)

Location

1:00 pm 5:00pm

Human Trafficking

Nichole King and Steve
Gunderson

Salon G-J

1:00 pm 5:00pm

“Living a Lie” Undercover
Operations

John Carr

Salon F

1:00 pm 5:00pm

Surviving the Job

Randy Keys

Salon E

8:00 am - 9:00 am

Breakfast- Grand Ballroom Salon A-C

9:00 am – 12:00 pm

“12 Seconds in the Dark ”- A Police Officer’s Firsthand Account of
the Breonna Taylor Raid - John Mattingly

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm

Raffles and Close of Conference
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The first package of powder Fentanyl seized by Customs officers in Long Beach California led to the
discovery and dismantling of the largest Fentanyl trafficking enterprise on the Darknet: an enterprise
named Pharma-Master. Pharma-Master manufactured and sold fentanyl-laced fake oxycodone pills to
customers in every state in the Union. In one year’s time, Pharma-Master manufactured and distributed
1 million Fentanyl pills. More than 90 of Pharma-Master’s known customers died from overdoses.
Pharma-Master was led by Millennials working in Salt Lake City and Southeast Asia; Pharma-Master was
making plans to expand the base of their operations into Colorado when agents dismantled the
organization.
DEA Special Agent Dennis Power and lead prosecutor Michael Gadd discuss the investigation of
Pharma-Master, the prosecution of the individuals who ran Pharma-Master, and the jury trial against
the leader of Pharma-Master, Aaron Shamo, for Engaging in a Continuing Criminal Enterprise.
Michael Gadd has served for seven years as a HIDTA-funded SAUSA in the District of Utah. He served
as lead prosecutor in the investigation and prosecution of Pharma-Master. He’s won enough awards
that his colleagues roll their eyes whenever he earns another one. He thinks the practice of mindfulness
sounds a lot like elk hunting. Prior to his current assignment, Michael was a line prosecutor in Utah,
where he prosecuted more than one thousand drug addicts for various drug-related offenses. When
given the opportunity to attack the supply side of the drug equation rather than the demand side of
the equation, he jumped at the chance.
Dennis Power is a Retired Police Officer with over 20 years of experience in multiple
assignments including 10 years as a Police Sergeant and Detective Sergeant. During this time Dennis
was involved in a variety of investigations based on the needs of the community he served.
Dennis spent five years as a Task Force Officer with the Salt Lake City, Utah DEA District Office. During
that time, Dennis participated in, and oversaw investigations into high level drug trafficking
organizations. Dennis used various investigative methods including undercover work, dark-web
infiltration, phone analysis, financial analysis, money laundering, surveillance, and other traditional
investigative techniques.
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Those cases resulted in the dismantlement of several drug trafficking organizations, the seizure of over
$9 million in drug proceeds, and the conviction of high-level drug traffickers.
Dennis is currently employed as a contract Financial Investigator for the DEA Nashville District Office. In
this capacity Dennis supports ongoing investigations by investigating the financial crimes associated
with drug trafficking. Dennis identifies the laundering of drug proceeds and aids in the prosecution of
money laundering offenders. Dennis also aids in the identification and seizure of assets obtained from
those drug proceeds.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Derek S. Maltz retired from the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) after 28 years of dedicated
service and is currently working for Pen-Link Ltd as the Executive Director, Government Relations. Mr.
Maltz is also a National Security, Public Safety Executive who appears on national news networks as a
subject matter expert.
Mr. Maltz was the Special Agent in Charge of the United States Department of Justice (DOJ), Special
Operations Division (SOD) for almost 10 years before he left the federal government. Mr. Maltz also
previously held the position as the Chief of the New York Drug Enforcement Task Force, which is the
oldest and largest drug task force in America.
As the Agent in Charge of SOD, SAC Maltz was instrumental in the growth of SOD from 9 to 30
participating agencies including personnel from the U.K., Canada, Australia and the New York City Police
Department (NYPD). Mr. Maltz oversaw the operations of approximately 500 SOD personnel and was
responsible for an annual budget of $100 million, while incorporating the DOJ’s priority International
Organized Crime and Gang Operational programs into the center. Mr. Maltz played a vital leadership
role in developing and implementing DOJ’s and Department of Homeland Security’s nationwide deconfliction program to better synchronize the criminal law enforcement efforts around the world. SOD
was responsible for leading the coordination of the high-profile multi-agency efforts that resulted in
the capture of Sinaloa Cartel Kingpin El Chapo Guzman. Mr. Maltz was also featured on CBS 60 Minutes,
NBC and CNN in response to SOD’s role in the tremendous law enforcement success against the Sinaloa
Cartel.
SAC Maltz formally established the Counter Narco-Terrorism Operations Center (CNTOC) in January
2007. Since its establishment, the CNTOC successfully coordinated several significant narco-terrorism
operations, including the identification of the Lebanese Canadian Bank as a facilitator involved with an
international trade-based money laundering scheme supporting Hezbollah, and a subsequent U.S.
Treasury Patriot Act 311 action. This was the first time a 311 action was used in this manner in
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conjunction with law enforcement on a drug case. This unprecedented event ultimately led to a $150
million seizure as part of the Hezbollah drug and money laundering initiative named Project Cassandra.
Mr. Maltz appeared several times on Fox News to discuss this well publicized and impactful enforcement
action.
SAC Maltz also enhanced SOD’s Bi-Lateral Global Investigations Unit at SOD from 1-5 highly successful
field enforcement groups. These proactive investigative groups demonstrated unparalleled success in
targeting and prosecuting some of the highest level criminals in the world, such as the arrest and
conviction of notorious arms trafficker Viktor Bout; the arrest and conviction of arms trafficker and
terrorist Monzer Al Kassar, alleged mastermind behind the Achille Lauro hijacking; the capture and
conviction of Haji Juma Khan, reputedly Afghanistan’s biggest drug kingpin with ties to the Taliban and
the leader of one of the largest drug trafficking organizations in the Central Asia Region; the capture
and conviction of Afghan heroin kingpin Haji Bagcho; the arrest and conviction of Khan Mohammed on
21 USC 960a charges of narco-terrorism and the arrest and conviction of Global Transnational Criminal
Paul Le Roux.
As a result of Mr. Maltz’ leadership, he received the Presidential Rank Award for his accomplishments.
Mr. Maltz was also the recipient of numerous other prestigious awards for his accomplishments
throughout his law enforcement career and has an extensive law enforcement network around the
world. Mr. Maltz has been a spokesperson at Congress and on national media networks on a variety of
national security topics. Mr. Maltz was also the lead spokesperson for the DEA for over 10 years on the
“going dark” issues relating to advanced communications and encryption and was a member of the
DOJ’s Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act (CALEA) briefing team on these complex
issues impacting law enforcement and public safety.
SAC Maltz holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from Syracuse University, is married, has
three children and is part of a family of exceptional public service.

_____________________________________________________

The object of this course is to enhance the ability and skills of the student to correctly investigate,
identify, detect, and successfully, through safety protocols, seize opiates and synthetic opioids.
This course will provide the most updated list of opioids, to include heroin, fentanyl, analogues, and
others. Discussion on Mexico and China’s participation in the fentanyl trade and why the production of
pills and synthetic opioids are so profitable.
2. Recognition of opiate users and why they use other drugs in combination, to include, Xanax, Klonopin,
Valium, Ativan, Gabapentin, Tianeptine (Za-Za, Tiana-Red), Kratom, Methamphetamine and others.
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3. Recognition of illicit Pill Mill labs producing fentanyl pills to include M-30 Oxycodone, Xanax, and
other types of illicit synthetic opioid pills.
4. How to successfully investigate opioid trafficking organizations operating in the U.S.
5. How to prepare yourself for overdoses and mass casualties to include the proper safety equipment
for non-clan lab certified personnel as documented by the U.S. DEA and Washington D.C., Office of
ONDCP. The protocols needed to safely search, seize, and properly submit for evidence of all synthetic
opioids.
Brent Wood has over 31 years of law enforcement experience working as a deputy, police officer,
special agent, special agent supervisor and special agent in charge. For 27 of his 31 years, Brent worked
in the area of narcotics. Throughout his narcotic career, Brent worked lab investigations, major narcotic
traffickers and large-scale marijuana cultivation cases. For the past 16 years, Brent was a CA DOJ special
agent supervisor who served as the task force commander of a multi-agency HIDTA narcotic task force
in the central valley of California. The HIDTA task force primary mission was conducting large scale
narcotic investigations which included clandestine laboratory investigations. The task force was one of
two CA DOJ task forces certified for Clandestine Laboratory processing in the state of California. In 2021,
Brent was the California Narcotic Officers Association (CNOA) President and is currently a member of
the CNOA Executive Board.

Due to advances in technology, criminals are finding new ways to commit old crimes. The use of
cryptocurrency and the darknet has allowed narcotics transactions to flourish under a cloak of
anonymity in digital darkness. Darknet Markets (DNMs) such as the Silk Road, Dream Market and Wall
Street have garnered media attention both for the darknet drug dealers and the successful law
enforcement takedowns.
However, as each DNM is taken down, a newer and more advanced one takes its place. This course will
provide law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and analysts with an understanding of cryptocurrency
and how it is used to launder money, how darknet markets function, and how to identify and disrupt
darknet drug trafficking organizations.
Joe Saar is a Training Specialist with Chainalysis; the blockchain data platform. Prior to joining
Chainalysis, Joe was a Detective, and an FBI Task Force Officer in the Costa Mesa Police Department's
(CMPD) Special Investigations Unit. His assignments included investigations into Hi-Tech crimes,
human trafficking, major narcotics / money-laundering, and violent crimes. In addition, Joe was a
firearms instructor, and a member of the CMPD's SWAT Team. Joe still serves as a Reserve Detective
with the CMPD.
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The Criminal Interdiction investigations class is to focus on criminal organizations, groups and gangs
engaged in the importation/exportation of illicit drugs, weapons, human trafficking, and illegal
proceeds (money) utilizing public conveyances. Criminal Interdiction operations are specifically
designed to disrupt and degrade the abilities of organized crime factions from exporting illegal
contraband throughout the United States.
This class will provide the student an overview of Criminal Interdiction investigation techniques,
including methods of conducting an interdiction operation at public conveyances facilities such as
airlines and parcel couriers. In the beginning, the course will provide legal parameters in conducting
interdiction investigations at public conveyances. The course will provide students with advanced
training on airport and parcel interdiction investigations, discussing interview techniques, the
deployment of a narcotic detection K-9, the use of K-9 alerts as PC, and writing techniques for the
successful authorization of search warrants.
Course Topics Include:
•
•
•

Legal parameters/aspects of conducting interdiction operations at public conveyances
Airport and parcel investigations techniques
Live case scenarios (Video) for airport and parcel operations

James Meek started his Law Enforcement career as a Special Agent with the California Department of
Justice in 1999. SA Meek was assigned to the Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement (BNE), Sacramento
Regional Office. During his tenure with BNE, he was assigned to the Special Operations Unit, Marijuana
Investigations Team (HIDTA), and the Criminal Interdiction Team. In each of these assignments he
conducted complex criminal investigations involving poly-Drug Trafficking Organizations (DTO) who
organized the finance, trafficking, and distribution of narcotics. The Criminal Interdiction investigations
focused on organizations engaged in the importation of illicit drug money and exportation of drugs
from California utilizing public conveyances - airlines, trains, buses, commercial freight, and parcel
couriers. SA Meek has testified to facts of Criminal Interdiction cases and findings in courts including
expert testimony in multiple Counties in the State of California and the State of Nevada. SA Meek has
instructed numerous courses such as Criminal Interdiction, Operation Planning, Use of Force,
Surveillance Techniques, and Undercover Operations for the California Department of Justice, California
Narcotic Officers Association, California District Attorneys Association and California ICI POST.
________________________________________________________________________________

This course will provide officers with the tools needed to successfully prepare and assist in the
prosecution of human trafficking investigations with a concentration on commercial sex trafficking,
pimping and pandering cases. We will cover laws and the application of those laws. We will also go over
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current trends, case debriefs, victimology, evidence collection, and tools used to investigate these types
of cases.
Detective Corporal Steven Gunderson has been a police officer for 7 years. He began his career with
the Solano County Sheriff’s Office where he was primarily assigned to work patrol in south Vallejo. He
joined the Vacaville Police Department in 2017 and is currently a Detective Corporal with the Vacaville
Police Department's Vice Unit. His areas of expertise includes human trafficking and major narcotic
investigations with an emphasis on tactical operations pertaining to these cases. He has conducted and
assisted in hundreds of sex trafficking and major narcotics cases throughout the United States, including
undercover operations, victim/suspect interviews, expert testimony, and forensic electronic
analysis. Detective Corporal Gunderson has provided formal and informal training to law enforcement
and civilians around the nation relating to human trafficking investigations. Prior to these assignments,
Detective Corporal Gunderson gained experience as a patrol officer, Field Training Officer, Defensive
Tactics Instructor, Firearms instructor, and is also assigned to the Vacaville PD SWAT Team.
Patrol Corporal Nichole King has been a police officer for 14 years with the Vacaville Police
Department. She is currently a Corporal for the patrol field division. Her prior assignments include
Detective for the Vice Unit where her primary area of concentration was human trafficking
investigations. Corporal King has assisted in hundreds of commercial sex trafficking cases and
operations all over the nation. She has testified as an expert in commercial sex trafficking cases
numerous times in Solano County. Her specialties include undercover work pertaining to all areas of
investigations and intelligence gathering. She enjoys sharing her experiences and raising awareness by
providing training for law enforcement personnel and civilians across the United States. Previously she
has focused her efforts on restructuring local massage ordinances and enforcement efforts against
commercial sex trafficking at massage establishments. As well as developing a wraparound approach
to services for victims of human trafficking by collaborating with various community
organizations. Additionally Corporal King was able to expand on her experiences while being a
Detective in the Investigative Services Section where she investigated all major crimes. She is also a
member of Vacaville Police Department’s Critical Incident Negotiations Team and the Social Media
Team.
________________________________________________________________________________

This course will cover the “good and the bad” that comes from working and living in an undercover
capacity in a variety of investigations. Attendees will hear firsthand from an ATF agent who has worked
in an undercover capacity around the United States in a variety of undercover investigations to include
violent robbery crews, cartels/DTO’s, street gangs, hate groups, murder for hire and the infiltration of
the MONGOLS OMG. Attendees will be shown the successes and pitfalls of the undercover life.
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John Carr has been employed as a Special Agent with ATF for the past 32 years and is currently assigned
as a Project Officer with the ATF Special Operations Division, Undercover Branch. SA Carr duties are to
work short and long term undercover infiltration assignments throughout the United States to include,
violent robbery crews, murder for hire, DTO’s, street gangs, hate groups as well as OMG’s. In regards
to OMG’s, SA Carr has worked undercover targeting the VAGOS OMG, SONS of SILENCE OMG and most
recently the MONGOLS OMG. From May 2005 to October 2008, SA Carr became a “patched” member
of the MONGOLS OMG LAS VEGAS, NV CHAPTER during OPERATION BLACK RAIN.

SA Carr dealt

with members of the MONGOLS OMG in California, Nevada, Oregon, Indiana and Colorado. As a result
of a RICO investigation of the MONGOLS OMG, a total of 111 members and 143 search warrants were
arrested and executed throughout the US.
_______________________________________________________________________________

This course will inform officers of issues to be aware of and techniques that can be used to correct
mental and physical stress before they become irreversible.
The presentation includes the devastating current situation Law Enforcement are faced with regarding
the Politics of Policing, including the defund the police movement, officer involved shootings, family
issues and the negative public perception from a small minority of the population. This course
is not designed as a political party discussion but rather focused on the current politics regarding Law
Enforcement.
The goal of this course is to promote pride as a Police Officer and to reassure Officers that the vast
majority of the public does in fact respect and appreciate the sacrifices Law Enforcement makes for
them. This course promotes Officers to have a positive, mentally and physically, healthy career and to
retire happily with their family intact.
Randy Keys is a retired Tampa Police Narcotics Master Detective having worked undercover for 21 of
his 23 years including six years as a Task Force Agent with DEA. He has experienced the issues
surrounding the job and feels strongly about providing the tools every Officer can use for selfpreservation, hence the title: SURVIVING THE JOB. He has taught Undercover, Surveillance and Clan
Labs with MCTFT for the past 20 years, and has also taught courses nationally with RCTC, NCTC and
MCTC. Mr. Keys is a Law Enforcement Instructor for the Hillsborough Community College Police
Academy. He is a graduate of DEA’s 9-week NDEOA School in Quantico, VA. He is a graduate of Saint
Leo College with a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice.
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You might think you know what happened in the tragic shooting of Breonna Taylor, but no one knows
that better than the lead officer on the scene, Sergeant John Mattingly.
However, with the full support of the mainstream media, Black Lives Matter activists and other leftist
groups immediately pounced on the tragedy, exploiting Breonna’s death and twisting the story—in
some cases, telling outright lies—to bolster a shameful “All Cops Are Bastards” narrative and radical
“Defund the Police” agenda.
In 12 Seconds in the Dark: A Police Officer’s Firsthand Account of the Breonna Taylor Raid, Sgt. Mattingly
tells what really happened that horrible night. A twenty-year police veteran with an impeccable record,
Mattingly takes readers inside the Louisville Metro Police Department’s response to suspected criminal
activity that night, debunking lie after lie about what happened, including:
•
•
•

The officers followed standard forced-entry protocol—and even gave the suspect more time
than usual to respond before entering.
Taylor's boyfriend inside the apartment most certainly knew it was the police who were at his
door, despite falsely claiming the police did not announce or identify themselves.
Breonna should not have died that night, but her death did not happen the way the media
told you.

In this gritty and suspenseful true story, Mattingly sets the record straight on this shocking story that
gripped the nation.
John Mattingly is a retired 21-year veteran with the Louisville Metro Police Department in Kentucky.
Sgt. Mattingly spent most of his career in narcotics and violent crime units trying to improve the quality
of life for the citizens of the city he grew up in and loved. On March 13, 2020, Sgt. Mattingly was thrown
into the national spotlight when he was shot while executing a search warrant at the residence of
Breonna Taylor. The national and worldwide exposure and protests that stemmed from that tragic
evening was compounded by the death of George Floyd. The lack of transparency by the police
department and city, allowed the speculation and outright lies to be compounded by the media, social
media, celebrities, and athletes. The truth is told in his book, 12 Seconds in the Dark, A Police Officer’s
First Hand Account Of The Breonna Taylor Raid.
John has been married to his wife Nicki for 15 years, has 4 children, and 2 grandchildren.
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